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Prefacio

The study and practice of the law concerning mining and minerals
is undergoing dramatic change. For long invisible along opaque global
value chains, minerals have now become prominent in energy, climate
and environmental agendas due to their role in providing the inputs
for the transformation of energy systems. The global architecture of
minerals extraction is organised through a multilevel and multifaceted
framework of treaties, laws and norms governing trade, investment, as
well as the environment and human rights. At domestic level, mining
and minerals are subject to a rich tapestry of constitutional and legal
norms governing minerals extraction and its interface with a range of
protected interests. Society at all levels demand that the processes for
public decision-making for managing mineral resources are transparent,
inclusive and accountable, and responsive to the nature of complex
ecosystems and the needs of local communities.

In this fascinating collection of essays, Tiago de Mattos Silva
navigates through a period of striking change of the legal framework
applicable to the Brazilian mining sector. He places his reflections in
a global and comparative perspective and within a space that bridges
academia with practice. With an engaging prose, he makes sense of
the changes and of a wide range of legal developments, from local to
global. As a guiding thread, his reflections contribute to this area of law
in dire need of construction and reconstruction.

I have known Tiago for a few years and have always greatly appre-
ciated the unique, well-researched and original insights he brings into a
discussion, as well as his leadership skills. His reflections resonate those
discussions. From content to practice, he inspires to think what it means
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to work and practice as a lawyer in this sector located at the epicentre
of overarching political, economic, environmental and social challenges.
I very much hope that both the book and the innovative method of
writing inspires others to sharing reflections about this disciplina em
movimento as it undergoes this phase of reconstruction.

Ana Elizabeth Bastida

(lawyer; LLM; PhD) is an associate professor at CEPMLP
- Energy, Environment and Society Division, University of
Dundee and a global authority on the law and governance
of energy transition minerals and sustainability. With
experience spanning over three decades, she combines
academic research on innovations in resources law and
institutional design with strong engagement in technical
reform and knowledge-exchange programmes. She leads
the MSc in Sustainability Programme at University

of Dundee and is a founding member and incoming
Chair of Red Latinoamericana de Derecho Minero.
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